Abnormal Duck Wing
Abnormal Duck Wing : What to do
and How to Prevent it.
An abnormal duck wing, such as angel wing, twisted wing, and
lazy wing occur in waterfowl populations that are fed by
humans. Not a lot of research has been undertaken on the
syndrome. Abnormal duck wing occurrences do not affect the
ducks ability to carry out normal duck production or
activities such as eating, foraging, drinking and swimming.
Angel Wing usually only occurs in one wing. The condition
merely affects the appearance when discussing ducks and other
waterfowl kept in a backyard farming setting. However the
underlying reason why this happens is cause for concern and is
easily remedied.

Cause
British researcher, Janet Kear, from the Wildlife Trust in
Great Britain, investigated the syndrome and noted that in
wild waterfowl populations, wing disorders were non-existent
or extremely rare. This led her to conclude that the previous
belief that the abnormal wings were a genetic trait was not
the whole story. Abnormal duck wing occurrence was rare in
populations that were not fed commercial diet or scraps of
human food, particularly bread. (Metzer Farms)
Kear
determined that the cause of abnormal wings was inappropriate
or inadequate amounts of protein, vitamins and minerals.
Specifically, feeding a commercial diet that is more than 16%
protein past two weeks of age may increase the incidence of
these wing disorders.
Dave Holderread, author of Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks,
also lists an higher than necessary brooder temperature as a
potential cause. Holderread recommends using an 18% protein
feed for only the first two weeks of growth, followed by a 15%

to 16% protein feed up to ten weeks. The wing bones and most
growth has been reached by 16 weeks of age.
Both Kear and Holderread conclude that feeding an unlimited
diet of high energy feed, such as a turkey grower ration,
results in unnaturally fast growth. This accelerated growth
causes the twisting of the lower wing bones as they develop
because the weight of the bones is heavier than the wing
structure can hold, at the time. The result is a twist and a
wing that sticks out from the body. Research has also shown
that when the condition is caught early, switching to a diet
of alfalfa pellets, instead of a chick grower ration, can halt
and reverse the condition. Wild waterfowl that are never fed
by humans show no evidence of wing disorders.
Ducks raised domestically and allowed to forage and free range
when conditions are safe to do so, will rarely exhibit any
sign of wing disorders.

Treatment
Caught early, before the wing bones have hardened, treatment
of angel wing may be repaired. Manually correcting the
positioning of the wing and taping it in place for 10 to 12
days, can correct the wing position. I would recommend vet
wrap, because it is easy to work with and won’t stick to the
feathers and downy underbelly. I found some nice clear
pictures of how a duck should be wrapped here, Caroline
Crocker Originals If the appearance of angel wing in a mature
duck bothers you, it is possible to reduce the appearance
somewhat by carefully trimming the flight feathers.
Personally, if the duck is getting along well and eating and
being part of the flock, I would just leave it alone.

Prevention
In addition to limiting the protein level exercise is also a
key factor in proper development of the wings and the entire
bird. Access to plenty of greens, exercise and swimming may
reduce the occurrence. One of our drakes has a rather
pronounced case of angel wing. I did not know what was
happening at the time I noticed it developing and concluded

that it was a genetic issue. So I did not do anything to
correct it. He gets along just fine and is a large, capable
boy. But when we raise the next batch of ducklings, I will be
more aware of what they are eating and only use the starter
ration for the first couple of weeks.
Domestic ducks kept in a backyard setting with safe housing
probably will not see any ill effects from a twisted wing.
This is not the case however when talking about wild ducks, or
large populations of free ranging ducks raised on a farm. In
the case of wing deformities, the duck will not be able to fly
away from a predator. With
wild ducks and waterfowl, the
affected bird would not be able to fly away from winter
weather conditions and would be left to survive in extreme
conditions, instead of flying south for the winter. One Green
Planet.org wrote that “Feeding white bread to wild birds is
killing them”. This might be a bit of a dramatic statement,
but in essence it is true. Feeding high protein and high
carbohydrate/sugar foods such as white bread and crackers can
lead to wing deformity. This can then leave the bird as
sitting prey for a predator or automobile to injure of kill.

What to Feed Waterfowl for Treats
When permissible, stick to the following items when taking
treats to ducks and geese.
chopped kale
bite size pieces of romaine lettuce or swiss chard
whole grains
watermelon
small amount of cooked pumpkin
(meal worms are still an acceptable treat) added in case my
ducks think I am leaving out their favorite snack Just keep
in mind that these are treats and should only be a small part
of the duck’s diet. (no matter what the ducks tell you)

Interested in more information on ducks? Please check out the
following links
Ascites or Waterbelly in Ducks by Common Sense Home
Duck Botulism or Limberneck
Metzer Farms

